
DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT

WHAT SKILLS DO I HAVE FROM PRIMARY SCHOOL?

I can create my
own ideas

GCSE
DAY

Year
10

Year
11

Year 
7

Year 
8

Year 
9

KS 1&2
Prior
Skills

I can carry out 
a piece of research

I can make models
of my ideas

I can say how
a product works

I can choose a suitable 
material for my design 

I can plan how 
to make my idea

I can accurately
mark, cut and shape

materials

I can tackle
problems

I can join and
combine materials

I can apply 
finishes

I can develop 
a detailed 

specification

I can apply 
a real life
context

I can use 
research to 

understand needs.

I can identify 
& solve my own 
problems

I can write a 
detailed ACCESS 
FM specification

I can research
& establish a client

profile

I can 
reformulate

a design brief I can work
confidently with 

a relevant context

I can use
2D design to 
create ideas

I can draw
simple isometric

shapes
I can model
my concepts

I can draw
complex isometric

ideasI can begin to model
on Solid Works

I can 
prioritise design

criteria

I can
communicate

annotated sketches

I can plan
a Gantt Chart

I can select 
suitable

materials

I can use 
tools & machines

safely.

I can select & 
use appropriate
tools & machines I can write 

a plan of
manufacture

I can use specialist
tools to mark out

materials

I can join 
materials
together

I can use 
CAD/CAM
to produce
products

I can adapt
manufacturing

processes

I can apply
finishes to
products

I can evaluate 
ideas and suggest 

improvements

REMEMBER & BUILD ON PREVIOUS SKILLS

I can evaluate
ideas against 

the specification

I can select suiteable methods to
evaluate & improve performance

I can 
sequence

manufacturing

REMEMBER & BUILD ON PREVIOUS SKILLS

REMEMBER & BUILD ON PREVIOUS SKILLS

DEVELOP & CONSOLIDATE 
PREVIOUS SKILLS

DEVELOP & CONSOLIDATE 
PREVIOUS SKILLS

REMEMBER & PUT INTO PRACTICE SKILLS

I can use contexts
to write design

briefs

I can identify
the needs/wants

of a user

I can suggest
design problems
from a context

I can engage
in secondary

research

I can engage
in primary
research

I can write
design briefs

with needs &
wants

I can write
specifications
derived from my
own investigation

I consider
Socio-economic
factors 
when
designing

I can test &
evaluate

ideas

I can critically 
review work 
as the design

develops 

I can investigate
& utilise the work
of other designers

I can 
collaborate
with other 

designers

I can engage
in user centred

design

I can develop, communicate 
& record concepts

I can use CAD
to communicate
manufacturing

I can develop a
prototype that is

functional

I can develop a prototype
that responds to the

needs/wants of the user

I can make informed
judgements when evaluating 

& improving the product

I can act on the feedback
of the user & modify the

product to reflect this

I can reflect on
the product made


